Dear Dundee High School Yearbook Staff Member,
Welcome to the “class” Student Publications!  You are about to embark upon one of the most rewarding experiences (in my opinion) offered here at DHS.  Only you few students, out of the entire student body at DHS will have the ability to create our yearbook and student newspaper.  

To inform you about a few major topics, there is a schedule in which we will follow and discuss today and be adding to as new topics arise.  Please be patient!  These first few weeks of school won’t necessarily be filled with lots of picture taking and working on the computers.  But please be assured, once we get underway, you’ll have plenty to do; you’ll probably be wishing you could come back to this time where you aren’t held to those very important responsibilities.  

I just want to encourage each of you to go out and take a chance.  You are the authors of the only book this school ever publishes.  The yearbook will be something that each of the students here at DHS will hold onto for a lifetime.  And YOU are in charge of every aspect of it.  You are writing it for them!  You get to deliver the daily announcements in a journalistic way that captures the attention of your fellow students.  Do it in a way you can be proud of!  And finally, when the time comes to create the newspaper—you have an exciting opportunity to relay the news of the school in a print format that can be cherished forever!
Keep in mind that there HAVE TO BE rules in this class.  Please be sure to follow my expectations for you as staff members as well as the school’s expectations for you as students.  See the attached Guidelines sheet.
This class and our final products should be very important to you, as it is to me, the administration, the staff, the community, and the entire student body.  Yearbooks and newspapers are records written journalistically for reference and reflection.   There should only be USEFUL FACTS and RECORDS in our publications.  And these facts must be arranged in a logical order and written in a recognizable format.  That’s why we must learn and use a journalistic writing style for both the newspaper and the yearbook.  You are REPORTERS!  And good reporters do a thorough job covering all aspects of every story.
The story we’re talking about is Life in and around DHS, so each student, staff member, and person behind making this school what it is, should be pictured or attributed to!  No matter what you think personally, each person helps to make this building something more than merely a place to be educated.  They turn this building into Dundee High School.  And, as publications students, it’s your duty to convey this message.  You know that there wouldn’t be a yearbook without the students, dances, games, volunteers, community, staff, activities, clubs, groups, etc. (the list goes on and on).  And aren’t all of those things the reason why you want to be a part of this staff?  
This is only a guess, but you signed up for this class because those things I just mentioned do in fact matter to you--greatly.  You’re here because you want to publish and document all of the memories created here for all of the important people at DHS (your peers and supporters)—whether it’s via print or broadcast!  And, you’re here because you can do it better than anyone else in this entire school!  

If these things don’t matter to you, and this isn’t part of your agenda, then this class isn’t cut out for you.  The school yearbook and newspaper are BOTH in your hands!  But, as you know, IT IS A TREMENDOUS AMOUNT OF WORK!  Deadlines, copy writing, picture taking, computer use, selling advertising---and this is just the start!  Let’s put it this way, I believe that it’s work if you make it work, and it’s fun if you make it fun.  So…let’s try to balance the work and fun so we don’t get tired, moody, frustrated, or burned-out.  

On that note, let’s get started.  The end of the year is almost here!  And there are things going on right now that we should be covering in the yearbook.  So WELCOME, and GOOD LUCK!
